
Good morning.

Story about Tropic Thunder

What kinds of things make you angry?

For many of us, it’s not our own sins that provoke outrage—it’s other people’s sins.

We get upset about:

Cultural changes,

Political decisions,

Moral failures we see in society,

Other people’s behavior,

Other people's hypocrisy.


But Jesus consistently pushes us to ask a harder question:

What about the sin in my heart?

Today we’re talking about something I’m calling Selective Outrage—the human tendency to be outraged at certain sins while ignoring or excusing others, especially our own.

And Jesus addresses this directly.


---

Part I — Jesus Confronts Selective Outrage (Luke 13:1–5)

In Luke 13, people bring Jesus a shocking story:

Pilate killed Galileans while they were worshiping.

In other words: “Jesus, look how terrible these people were treated. Surely they must have done something to deserve it.”

People were looking for someone to blame.

But Jesus flips the question.

He says:

> “Do you think these Galileans were worse sinners than all the other Galileans? I tell you, no! But unless you repent, you too will all perish.”



Jesus refuses to let them use tragedy to judge others.

He says: Stop analyzing their sin. Look at your own need to repent.

Tragedy in New Orleans.  

---

Our Natural Instinct

Our instinct is:

“Those people are the problem.”

“Society is the problem.”

“That political group is the problem.”

“Those sinners are the problem.”

Jesus says: No. The problem starts in every human heart.


---

Part II — Jesus Raises the Standard (Matthew 5:21–48)

In Matthew 5, Jesus goes even further.

People thought righteousness meant:

Don’t murder:  abortion and hate/racism.

Don’t commit adultery: lust, divorce, seflishness

Love your neighbor: superbowl


Jesus says:

Anger is murder in seed form.

Lust is adultery in seed form.

Hate contradicts the heart of God.

Jesus exposes something uncomfortable:

Sin isn’t just what we do. It’s what lives in us.


---

Selective Moral Vision

We say:

“At least I didn’t kill anyone.”

“At least I didn’t cheat.”

“At least I’m not like them.”


But Jesus says:

Do you harbor anger?

Do you nurture lust?

Do you hold grudges?

Do you refuse forgiveness?


Sin doesn’t start with actions. It starts with the heart.


---

Part III — Selective Outrage and Politics

Let’s talk honestly for a moment.

Christians often get pulled into political outrage.

We get angry at:

The sins of one political side,

The hypocrisy of another,

The moral failures of society.


But something dangerous happens:

We begin to defend our political tribe more fiercely than the Kingdom of God.

We excuse sin on our side while condemning it on the other.

Jesus never aligned Himself with political power.

He called everyone to repentance.

Not just them. Us.



---

Part VI — The Fig Tree Warning (Luke 13:6–9)

Jesus tells the parable of the fig tree.

A tree that bears no fruit is about to be cut down.

But the gardener says:

“Give it one more year. Let me work with it.”

God is patient.

But patience is not permission to stay unchanged.

God gives time for repentance.

But repentance must eventually produce fruit.


---

Part VII — Selective Outrage and Forgiveness

Here is perhaps the hardest part.

Sometimes our outrage is personal.

We say:

“You don’t know what they did to me.”

And maybe I don’t.

But Jesus says:

Forgive.

Not because the offense was small, but because God forgave us when our offense was enormous.

Sometimes the person we cannot forgive… is ourselves.

We accept God’s forgiveness for others, but struggle to believe He forgives us.

Selective outrage can even be directed inward.

But Jesus says: Your sins are forgiven. Walk in freedom.




---

Final Questions

So today, we ask:

Where am I selectively outraged?

Which sins do I condemn while excusing my own?

Where is God calling me to repent?

Who do I need to forgive?

What idols have replaced God in my heart?



---

Invitation and Closing

Jesus’ message is not condemnation.

It is invitation.

Repent. Return. Bear fruit. Receive forgiveness. Extend forgiveness.

And stop looking outward in judgment, when God is inviting us inward to transformation.


