Imagine If… We Waited Like Simeon and Served Like Anna

Luke 2:25–38
International Women’s History Month Series
Annual Theme: “No Greater Love” (John 15)

Ashlenn kicked off the month with her communion as she inspired us to close our eyes and truly imagine coming to the table with Jesus.  Hamilton kicked out rear ends as he challenged us to truly love like Jesus:  the gospel isn’t really about can you love Jesus, it’s can you love Judas.  Pray for your enemies and those who persecute you.  Imagine that kind of love.

Then last week, Marva Smith encouraged us with the stories of three women: “sinful woman”, Hagar, and Hannah.  Were you able to imagine their stories?  Has it caused you to have greater love.  

---
This month we are asking the question: “Imagine if…”

Imagine if the kingdom of God broke into the world in ways we don’t expect.

Imagine if ordinary people—people overlooked by society—became the first witnesses of God’s greatest work.

Luke’s Gospel loves to tell stories this way. Luke repeatedly pairs men and women together to show that God’s salvation is for everyone and God’s mission involves everyone.

In Luke 2 we see one of those pairings: Simeon and Anna.

Simeon often gets most of the attention. He holds the baby Jesus, he sings a beautiful prophecy, and then he disappears from the story.

But right after Simeon, Luke introduces someone else—a woman who had spent decades waiting, praying, fasting, and worshiping.

Her name was Anna.

And today I want to challenge you to truly imagine, to truly use your imagination.  As we read their stories, go there.  Imagine the sights, the sounds, the smells, the feels.  Play the movie in your head as we read these scriptures today.  

Imagine if we waited like Simeon and served like Anna.  Let’s read in Luke 2, starting in verse 25.

---

Point 1 — Imagine If We Waited With Hope Like Simeon
We do not like waiting.  Is waiting easier or harder now that in the past?  I think it’s  a double-edged sword here:  So, on the one hand due to tablets and phones, whenever we do have to wait.  Time can fly by.  We had a two hour flight, that was delayed over two hours due to bad weather.  Now, we had each other’s company, plus books and phones, and so honestly it didn’t feel that long.  

When we went to get a driver’s license, we had to count ceiling tiles, or maybe bring a book, talk to the person in line.  

I grew up, our tv shows had 20+ episodes that spanned fall and spring.  Usually ran from like September to May.  One episode a week.  Now they generally release a show all at once.  When they don’t people freak out.  I think waiting is “easier” but our patience as a society has not grown. 
One of the good things about waiting is it allows you to use your imagination.  
Luke 2:25 says:

> “Now there was a man in Jerusalem called Simeon, who was righteous and devout. He was waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was on him.”



Simeon was a man who lived with expectation.

He was waiting for the Messiah.

Israel had been waiting for hundreds of years. Empires had risen and fallen. Rome now ruled the land. Many people had given up hope that God would act.

But Simeon still believed God would keep His promise.

And the text says something beautiful:

> “It had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not die before he had seen the Lord’s Messiah.”



Simeon lived his life in patient anticipation.

He shows us that waiting is not passive. Waiting is an act of faith.

Many of us struggle with waiting. We want answers immediately. We want God to move right now.

But the kingdom of God often grows in seasons of waiting.  I wonder how many times Simeon had gone into the temple.  I wonder how many rabbis he had heard speak, or how many babies he had seen and wondered if they were the Messiah.  I wonder how long and how often he wondered.  

Waiting shapes our faith. Waiting deepens our trust. Waiting reminds us that God’s timing is not our timing.  Don’t let the gap between God’s promises and God’s timing make you doubt him.  Think about the Israelites crying out for salvation in Egypt.  A long time between Moses being born, and the people being saved.  

And when Simeon sees Jesus, he says:

> “My eyes have seen your salvation.”



All those years of waiting—and suddenly the promise is in his arms.

Imagine if we lived with that kind of hope.

Imagine if we believed that even after long seasons of silence, God is still moving.


---

Point 2 — Imagine If We Served With Devotion Like Anna

Now Luke introduces Anna.

Luke 2:36–37:

> “There was also a prophet, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was very old… She never left the temple but worshiped night and day, fasting and praying.”



Anna’s life had not been easy.

She had been married only seven years before becoming a widow.

In the ancient world, that meant vulnerability and hardship.  Think of Ruth and Naomi’s story.  Story about a single woman telling me:  You’re a man.  

But Anna did something remarkable: she turned her life into a life of devotion to God.

Luke tells us she spent her days worshiping, fasting, and praying.

Anna may have been invisible to society, but she was visible to God.  Just as Marva reminded us last week:  Jesus saw the sinful woman, God saw Hagar…

While kings ruled and priests performed rituals, this elderly widow was quietly serving in the temple.

And when Jesus arrived, she recognized Him.

Think about that.

Many religious leaders missed the Messiah.

But Anna saw Him.

Why?

Because people who spend their lives close to God learn to recognize God when He shows up.

Imagine if our lives were shaped by that kind of devotion.

Imagine if our daily habits—prayer, worship, fasting, service—prepared our hearts to recognize the work of God around us.  Jesus talks about when you fast, not if you fast.  

Anna reminds us that faithfulness in the ordinary prepares us for moments of revelation.


---

Point 3 — Imagine If We Proclaimed Jesus Like Anna

Luke 2:38 says:

> “Coming up to them at that very moment, she gave thanks to God and spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the redemption of Jerusalem.”



Anna doesn’t just recognize Jesus—she proclaims Him.

She becomes one of the first evangelists in the Gospel story.

Think about the significance of that.

The first people to publicly announce the arrival of the Messiah were not powerful leaders.

They were:

shepherds

an elderly man named Simeon

an elderly widow named Anna

There’s a woman named Noelle Broyles, she’s over at North River Church of Christ.  But I first met her in Bolivia.  Her and her husband lived there.  He as a doctor working with Hope Worldwide, and she was just going about life taking care of orphans and widows.  I will never forget what she told me:  stay in the gospels.  No matter what you’re studying out, stay in the gospels.  I am always reading about Jesus.   This woman was the woman, I dare say the person I’ve met most like Jesus in my life.  

God often entrusts His greatest news to people the world overlooks.

Anna’s love for God overflowed into telling others about Jesus.

She spoke to everyone who was waiting for redemption.

She couldn’t keep the news to herself.

That’s what love does.

Our annual theme this year is “No Greater Love.”

Jesus later said in John 15 that the greatest love is a love that lays down its life for others.

Anna shows us another dimension of that love: a love that points people to the Savior.

Imagine if our love for Jesus moved us to talk about Him with the same joy.

Not out of pressure.

Not out of obligation.

But out of gratitude.


---

Conclusion — Imagine If…

Imagine if we waited like Simeon.

Imagine if we served like Anna.

Imagine if we spoke about Jesus the way Anna did.

Anna’s story reminds us that God’s kingdom is often advanced by people who seem small in the eyes of the world.

But they are not small in the eyes of God.

The story of Anna also reminds us of something deeper.

For all of her waiting and praying and serving, what she was ultimately waiting for was love—the love of God revealed in Christ.

The baby she saw that day would grow up to show the world no greater love.

He would heal the broken.

Forgive sinners.

Welcome the outcast.
And ultimately give His life on a cross.
The love Simeon waited for.
The love Anna proclaimed.
The love we now follow.

So let us ask ourselves again:

Imagine if we lived our lives like that.

Imagine if we waited with hope.

Served with devotion.

And spoke about Jesus with joy.

Because when ordinary people live that way, extraordinary things happen.

And the world begins to see the love of Christ. Amen.
