When We Understand How Great His Love Is… 

Key Text: John 15:12–17 (NLT)
“This is my commandment: Love each other in the same way I have loved you. There is no greater love than to lay down one’s life for one’s friends…”

Introduction
At the heart of the Gospel is a profound truth: there is no greater love than the love demonstrated by Jesus Christ. In John 15, Jesus gives one of His final instructions before His crucifixion—commanding His followers to love one another as He has loved them.

Yet, one of the greatest challenges believers face is not simply knowing about God’s love but truly understanding how great His love is.

When we grasp the depth of His love, it transforms everything—how we see ourselves, how we treat others, and how we relate to God.

Point 1: When We Understand How Great His Love Is, We See Ourselves Properly
In today’s world, identity is often shaped by comparison, culture, and external validation. Constant exposure to curated and filtered images can distort self-perception, leading to insecurity, dissatisfaction, and confusion about identity.

Over time, this can result in:
• A shifting standard of self-worth
• Dependence on external affirmation
• Increased self-criticism and comparison
• Disconnection from one’s true identity

“The more we see a perfected version of ourselves, the more our minds struggle to accept the real one.”

However, Scripture reminds us that our identity is not defined by culture—but by Christ.

John 15:16 (NIV)
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you so that you might go and bear fruit—fruit that will last…”
2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)
“If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here!”

1 Peter 2:9 (NIV)
“You are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession…”

Ephesians 2:10 (NIV)
“For we are God’s handiwork…”

John 1:12 (NIV)
“To all who did receive him… he gave the right to become children of God.”

Romans 8:37 (NIV)
“In all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us.”

Colossians 3:12 (NIV)
“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved…”

Core Truth
Your value was settled at the cross—you are already worth the greatest sacrifice.

What Changes
• Insecurity → Identity
• Comparison → Confidence
• Shame → Freedom

What It Looks Like
• You stop questioning your worth
• You release your past and walk in truth
• You seek help and pursue growth when needed
• You walk confidently as one who is deeply loved

When we understand how great His love is, we begin to see ourselves correctly.

Point 2: When We Understand How Great His Love Is, We Love Others Properly
Jesus’ command is clear: love one another as He has loved us. However, loving others can be difficult when our understanding of God’s love is shallow.

There are often two challenges:
• Loving those closest to us consistently
• Extending love to those who are different from us

True, Christ-like love is not based on whether people deserve it—it flows from the love we have already received.

1 John 4:16–21 (NIV)
“God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them…we love because he first loved us.”

Core Truth
We do not love to be filled—we love because we are already full.

What Changes
• Need for validation → Freedom to give
• Judgment → Compassion
• Control → Trust
• Expectation → Grace

What It Looks Like
• You are not easily offended
• You forgive quickly and consistently
• You love without keeping score
• You extend grace regardless of differences

When we understand how great His love is, we begin to see others correctly.

Point 3: When We Understand How Great His Love Is, We See God Properly
A limited understanding of God’s love often leads to a distorted view of who He is. Some see Him as distant, harsh, or difficult to please. But Scripture reveals a different picture—one of compassion, mercy, and faithfulness.

Jeremiah 9:23–24 (NIV)
“Let the one who boasts boast about this: that they have the understanding to know me…”

(Addition scriptures for study) 
John 4:24 (NIV)
“God is spirit, and his worshipers must worship in the Spirit and in truth.”

Psalm 145:8–9 (NIV)
“The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love…”

Hebrews 11:6 (NIV)
“He rewards those who earnestly seek him.”

Isaiah 6:3 (NIV)
“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty…”

Romans 5:5–8 (NIV)
“God’s love has been poured out into our hearts…
While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

Core Truth
God’s love is not something we achieve—it is something we receive.

What Changes
• Striving → Resting
• Performing → Trusting
• Doubt → Confidence

What It Looks Like
• You no longer live trying to earn God’s approval
• Your prayer life becomes consistent and sincere
• You live from acceptance, not for it

When we understand how great His love is, we begin to see God correctly.

Closing:

When we truly understand how great His love is:
• We see God correctly
• We see others correctly
• We see ourselves correctly

There is no greater love.

